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Chapter Five: Parks and Open Space Plan 
The City of Andover provides a variety of recreation opportunities to its residents 
through implementation of the Parks and Open Space Plan. The City recognizes that 
the anticipated growth in population will increase demands on existing facilities and 
programs. This chapter provides description of the various parks and recreation 
facilities, the tools used to plan the park system and also establishes site selection 
criteria for both parks and open space. Goals, policies and objectives are presented in 
Chapter One: Foundation of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Parks 

The City contains 69 parks and 4 open space properties ranging in size from under an acre 
to more than 152 acres. Anoka County operates two regional parks that serve Andover 
residents. There are no State or Federal parks within the city limits. Figure 5.1 shows the 
location of all parks and trails within the City. Figure 5.2 identifies the type of facilities 
in each park or open space. 

Types of Parks 
The Metropolitan Council has categorized local and regional parks according to factors 
such as size, use, service area, location and site attributes (Table 5). All types of local 
facilities can be found within the City including mini-parks, neighborhood 
parks\playgrounds, community playfields, community parks, local linear parks, trails, 
corridors and parkways. The City uses these categories in the selection of park 
locations to ensure a variety of park types and facilities are available to serve the 
needs of residents. 

Regional Parks 
The two regional parks that serve Andover residents are Bunker Hills Regional Park and 
Rum River Central Regional Park (Figure 5.3). 
 

• Bunker Hills Regional Park 
Bunker Hills Regional Park is a 1600-acre regional park reserve located in the 
southeast corner of Andover and extends into the adjacent cities of Blaine, Coon 
Rapids and Ham Lake. The park includes a variety of passive and active recreation 
facilities such as picnic areas and pavilions, campgrounds, playgrounds, dog 
park, disc golf, an indoor and outdoor archery range; a water park with multiple 
slides, a sand play area, a proposed lazy river, plus a wave pool; native prairie, 
wetland, oak savannah areas, a small lake, shade plant gardens, abundant wildlife, 
hiking, biking, horse and cross country skiing trails, a veterans memorial, and an 
27-hole professional golf course. A horse stable and arena offer riding lessons, trail 
rides, hayrides and campfire opportunities. The Bunker Hills Activities Center offer’s 
public meeting rooms and offices full time County park staff. A year-round full-
service restaurant with banquet and meeting facilities near the south end of the 
County park offers seasonal theatre and serves as the golf course clubhouse. An 
overall master plan for the park is available from the Anoka County Park & 
Recreation Department.  
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• Rum River Central Regional Park 

Rum River Central Regional Park is a 434-acre regional park located adjacent to 
the northwest corner of the city on the west bank of the Rum River. A 
substantial improvement project completed in 1999 allowed the park to reopen 
with picnic areas and pavilion, playground equipment, boat/canoe launch and 
fishing deck, canoe campsites, as well as hiking, biking, horse and cross- 
country skiing trails. Expansion of the park area has been discussed by the 
Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission. This expansion would 
likely not affect adjacent residential property within Andover due to the park 
being separated by the Rum River. An overall master plan for the park is 
available from the Anoka County Park & Recreation Department. More 
information can also be found on their Website: www.anokacountyparks.com 

Regional Trails 
The two regional trails that pass through Andover are the Central Anoka 
County Regional Trail and the Rum River Regional Trail as identified in the Metropolitan 
Council’s 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan. Funding for these trails is provided by city, 
county, state and/or federal sources. Figure 5.3 shows the location of these trails in 
the city. A county wide trails map is available from the Anoka County Parks 
Department and also from their website: www.anokacountyparks.com 

• Central Anoka County Regional Trail 
Currently this trail in Andover extends along Bunker Lake Boulevard and will at 
some point in the future connect Bunker Hills Regional Park west to the 
Mississippi West County Park in the City of Anoka and to the east into Linwood 
Township.  

• Rum River Regional Trail 
This trail presently exists south of the intersection of Bunker Lake Boulevard and 
7th Avenue and continues south to the Mississippi River Regional Trail to 
provide a continuous route that connects with the Minneapolis park system. 
The Rum River Regional Trail is planned to extend north along 7th Avenue to the 
Rum River Central Regional Park in the future. 

Recreation Facilities 
Recreation facilities are an essential component of active use parks. The development 
of recreation facilities requires an understanding of community needs based on 
population, service radius, and space requirements. Standards established by the 
National Recreation and Parks Association provide guidelines for such development. 
The City has used these guidelines in the preparation of a Park Study with community 
input. This document evaluates the present park system and facilities and uses growth 
projections from the Land Use Plan to determine the steps necessary to complete the 
park system. The Park Study is updated regularly and determines not only community 
park needs, but also establishes the annual park dedication fees that pay for the 
needed park improvements. The park dedication fees are based on a combination of 
needs from all new development, including residential, commercial and industrial. 

http://www.anokacountyparks.com/
http://www.anokacountyparks.com/
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Additionally, the city maintains a detailed list of park facilities including their type, age 
and expected life. This list aids routine maintenance of facilities and is used to 
determine the types of facilities and improvements that need to be included in the 
Capital Improvement Plan. 

Open Space 
Land for preservation of open space has been purchased (utilizing an approved bond 
referendum) to protect natural areas from development, as well as to protect water and 
air quality and to preserve wildlife habitat. The City has worked cooperatively with a 
variety of resource protection organizations to enhance natural areas within the existing 
park system and open space properties and to protect floodplain and wetlands. The 
City’s Open Space Advisory Commission is responsible for evaluating the enhancement 
and protection of the open space property and providing recommendations to the City 
Council to develop preservation recommendations. The Commission, in cooperation 
with the Anoka Conservation District, will continue on an as needed basis prepare a 
natural resource inventory as a basis for these recommendations. 

Open Space Evaluation and Site Selection Criteria 
If there are future opportunities in acquiring open space property, the following criteria 
are used to properly evaluate sites for open space preservation. 

The City of Andover will evaluate sites for open space preservation opportunities based 
on the following criteria: 

1. The area provides an opportunity to protect and preserve significant local natural 
resources, including: 
a. Sensitive groundwater areas 
b. Natural hydrological systems 
c. Native plant communities 
d. Buffer areas adjacent to lakes, streams and wetlands 
e. Buffer areas adjacent to upland natural plant and animal communities 
f. Lands important as wildlife or corridors 
g. Threatened or endangered species of plants or animals 
h. Other notable features, including historical, educational, archaeological, 

aesthetic, and other features 
2. The area to be protected is sufficient in size to preserve and 

enhance natural resources. 
 

3. The area presents an opportunity to protect significant natural resources that would 
otherwise be negatively affected by development, land use change or 
negligence. 

4. The area provides opportunities for passive recreation and observation of the natural 
environment. 

5. The area provides views of the natural environment along transportation corridors 
including roads and trails. 
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6. Other factors may be considered, including the amount of similar resources that 

exist, the location of the area, the amount of funding available, and others. The 
Open Space Advisory Commission will establish an objective system for 
recommending selection of sites. 

Park Land Site Selection Criteria 
The City has established criteria to evaluate sites for their potential to fulfill the 
needs identified by the plans and studies described earlier in this chapter. The 
following criteria are used to properly evaluate sites for the location of parks, 
recreation facilities. 

1. The area is in close proximity to particular natural resources, such as lakes, 
rivers and other unique features. 

2. The area is sufficient in size to allow the user to experience the natural resource 
and enjoy compatible recreation activities without degrading the natural 
resource or the visitor’s experience. 

3. The area is suitable for recreation opportunities that complement those provided 
by other city parks and county and regional agencies. 

4. The area is geographically located to fulfill and not duplicate the type of park and 
facilities needed to serve the present needs of residents and the needs of the 
long-range projected population in the service area. 

5. The area is located where it will be easily accessible. 

6. The area is physically suitable for types of facilities that are needed in the service 
area. 

7. The Area has sufficient size and flexibility to provide a variety of recreation 
opportunities and the capacity to be adapted to the changing needs of residents in 
the future. 

8. The area can provide linkage to the trail system, open space corridors or other 
parks. 

Implementation  
The Park Study summarizes the types of parks and facilities that are needed to 
complete the park system. The park facilities maintenance list and policies track the 
condition and useful life of the existing facilities. These documents are used to 
determine the improvements that need to be included in the City’s Capital Improvement 
Plan. As described earlier in this chapter, the Park and Recreation Commission and City 
Council make decisions about the location of new parks based on needs identified in 
the Park Study goals, objectives and policies of this plan and the selection criteria 
established in this chapter. These goals will be implemented based on overall public 
policy and finance considerations.  
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Acquisition of Parks and Open Space  
To assure protection and availability of public land, the City of Andover shall utilize 
various methods of acquisition, including but not limited to: 
 

1. Park dedication 
2. City purchase 
3. County, regional, state or federal funding 
4. Conservation easements 
5. Purchase or transfer of development rights 
6. Assistance and/or cost-sharing with other agencies 
7. Donations/bequests 
8. Actions by conservation organizations and foundations 
9. Tax forfeited land 
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